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BRET HARTE'S NEW ROMANCE

SNOWBOUND AT EAGLE'S.

jl CopjtltM, II , Ir lirt Ilitla.

I ClIAI'TEH V.

I Tho Bpoed find fury with which Clinch's
eavalcada swept on In tho direction nf tlu my.

1 tonous shot left Hnlo nn chance for rofluctlon.
Ifo was conscious of shoti tine Incoherently
with tho others, of urgliiu hi" horse Irresistibly
forwnrd, of momentarily expecting to mrot nr
overtake something, but without tiny further
thought. The llsuros of Clinch anil llnwllna
lmmoillatoly bofore him shut out the prospuct
of the narrowing trail. Ouco .only. taking ad-

vantage of n sudden halt thut throw them con-
fusedly together, ho managed tousknqiiosilcn.

" Lost their trnek-fou- nd It ngaln," shoutod
the hostler, nB Clinch, with n cry like the bnjlnc
of a hound, ngaln darted forwnnl. Their horses
Wore pan tine and trembling under thorn, tho

tHHBnoBaca wens tavtino and TiiEiiiiLtso
UNDEH THEM.

ascent seemed to be glowing steeper, a slngu-la- r
darkness, which evnn tho density of tho

Wood 'did not suMclently nccount for, sur-

rounded thorn, but Mill thnlr lendor madly
urged them on. To Halo's returning sonsos
they did not seem in a condition to engage n
elnglo resolute man. who might hnvontubushod
In the woods or beaten them In dotiill In tho
narrow gorge, but In another instnut the reason
of their furious liaatn was mnnlfest. Spurring
bis horse iihond. Clinch dashod out Into tho
open with a cheering shout a shout that as
QUtclcly ohnnged to n yell of Imprecation. They
wero on tho rldgo In ablltnllng snow storm I

Tho road bad alrnady vanished under thoir
feet, and with It tho fresh ir.UI they had so
closely foil iwedt They stood helplessly on the
hore of n trackless whlto sun. blank and spot- -

less of any trace or sign of the fugitives.
I

"'Pears to me. boys." said the hostler, sud
denly ranging beloro them, "ef ou'rn not

, kalkllatln' on clttin' another party to dig ye
out. ye'd better be huntln' foddur and cover In

stead of road agents. 'Skuso me. gentlemen,
but I'm responsible for tho bosses, and this
ain't no time for clrous rldln. We're a matter
0 six miles from the station in n bee line."

" Baok to tho trail, then." said Clinch, wheel-
ing his hone toward the road they bad just
Quitted.

" 'Skuse me, kernel.' said the hostler, laylog
his hand on Clinch's rein, "but that way only
brings us back the road we kein the stage
road three miles further from homo. That
three miles Is on the divide, und by tho time
we set there It will be snowed up worso nor
this. The shortest cut Is along the ridge. If
Ws bump ourselves we ken cross tho divide
afore the road Is bloeked. And that, 'skuso
Be. gentlemen. Is my road."

There was no time for discussion. Tho road
Iras already palpably thickening under their
feet Hale's arm was stilTenod to Ills side by a
Wet, ollnelngsnow wreath. The (lguros of the
others were almost obliterated and shapeless.
It was not snowing It was BnowballlngI The
huge Hakes, shaken llko enormous feathers out
Of a vast blue-blac- k cloud, commingled and fell
la sprays and spatches. All Idea of their former
pursuit was forgotten; the blind rago and en-

thusiasm that had possessed them was gone.
They dashod after their new leader with only

n Instinct for shelter and sueoor.
Thar had not ridden long when, fortunately,

M it seemed to Hale, tho chnraater of the storm
changed. The snow no longer fell In suoh large
flakes, nor na heavily. A hlttor wind succeeded:
the soft snow began to stiffen anil crackle un-
der the horses' hoofs, they were no longer
weighted and encumbered by the drifts upon
their bodies, the smaller flakes now rustled and
rasped against them llko sand or hounded from
them like hall. Thoy seemed to bo moving
more easily and rapidly, their spirits were
rising with the stimulus of cold and motion.
When suddenly their leader halted.

"It's no ubo, boys, It can't bo done! This Is
too blizzard but n regular two days' snlftort
It's no longer meltln. hut packln' and driftln'
now. Even If we got over tho divide, wo'resure
to be blocked up In the pass."

It was true! To their bitter disappointment,
they could now see that the snow had not really
diminished In auantlty. but that the now finely
powdered particles were rapidly M'llng all In-

equalities of the surface, packing closely
against projections, nod swirling in long fur-
rows across the levels. They looked with anxi-
ety at their leader.

"We must make a break to get down la the
Woods again before It's too lute,1' ho said,
briefly.

Dut they bad a'ready drifted away from tho
fringe of larches mid dwarf pines that marked
tho sides of the rlde and lower down ruorged
Into the dense forest that clothed tint Ilaukof
the mountain they ha I lately el mlied, and It

Was with the greatest difficulty that they again
reached It. on y to fln I that at that point It was
too precipitous for the duscontot thoir horses.
Benumbed and speechless, they continued to
toll on opposed to the full fury of the stinging
enow, and at times oblige I to turn llilr horses
to the blast to keep from being blown over the
rlilge. At the en 1 of halt nn ho ur the hostler
dismounted, and, beckoning to the others, took
bis horse by the bridle and begun the descent.
When it came to Hale's turn to dismount be
could not help at first recoiling from the pros-
pect before him. The trail If It could bo so
called was merely the track or furrow of some
fallen true dragged, by accident or design,
diagonally across the Hides of tho mountain,
At times It appeared scarcely n foot in width i

t other times a mere aiumbling gulloy or
arrow shelf madu br the projections of dead

boughs and collected dtibrls. It suemed peril-
ous for a font pissengerj it appeared impos-
sible for a horse. Nevertheless, tie had taken a

tep forward when Cinch stopped 111 in.
" You'll bring up the rear," he bald not un-

kindly, "ez you're a strauger here. Wait until
we sing out to you."

" But If I prefer to take tho samo risks as you
alll" said Halo. stlfUy.

" You kin," said Clinch, grimly. " ut I rock,
oned, as ynu weren't familiar with this sorto'
thing, you wouldn't keer, by our foolishness o'
Tours, to stampedo tho rocks nhet I of us, and
break down the trail, nr send down an ava-
lanche on top of us. Hut jest ez you llko,"

"I will wait, then." s lid Hale, hastily.
The rebuke however, did him good service,

It preoccupied his mind, so that It remained
unaffected by the dizzy depths, and enabled
bltn to abandon himself mechanically to the
sagacity of his horse, who was contented to
(Imply follow the hoof prints of the preceding
animal, and in a few moments they reached the
broader trail below without a mishap, A dis-
cussion regarding their future movements was
already taking place, The impossibility of re-

gaining the station at the summit was admit-
ted; ths wav down the mountain to the next
settlement was still left to them, or the adja-
cent woods if they wished for an unenmpmeut.
The hostler once morn assumed authority

"'dkuse me, gentlemen, but them horses
don't take no patecrr down the mountain to-
night. The stage road ain't a mile oft4-n- d I
kalkllate to wait here till the up stage comes.

a bound to atop on aooouut ef the snow;

and I've done my dooty when I hand the horses
orsr to the driver."

"But It she hears of the block up yor, and
waits at the lower station ?" said Rawlins,

"Then I've done my dooty all the same,
'Skuse me. gentlemen, but them ez hoz their
own horses kin do ez they like,"

As this clonrly polntod to Hnlo. lin briefly as-

sured his companions that he hail no Inten-
tion of deserting thorn. "If I cannot reach
Eagle's Court. I shall at loan kocp as near It ns
possible. I sitppuso nny messenger Irntn my
houm to tho summit will learn where 1 am
and why I nm delated V"

" Messenger 'nun jour house," gisped Haw-lin- .

"Are joti erniy. stranger? Onljnbird
would get outer Eigle's no.v, and It woull
hev to bo nn eagle at that I Ilntweeti jour
house and tho summit the snow must bo ten
feet by this tlmo, to say nothing of tho drift In
the pass,"

Halo fult It was the truth. At any other time
ho would have worried over this unexpected
situation and utter violation of all his tradi-
tions. He was past that u ivv. and eimfelt a
curtain relief. He knew his family wore sale;
It was enough. That they wurn locked up
socurely, and Incnpnblo of interfering with
hhn, soamnd tnouhnnce his new,
oujovmontof an adventurous existence.

The hostler, who hnd been lost In contempla-
tion of the steep trail ho had just descended,
suddenly clapped his band to his leg with tin
ejaculation of gr aided astonishment.

" Waal.d irn my skin of that ain't Hennlckor's
'slide' all tho tlmo I I heard It was somowhat
about hero."

ltawlins briefly explained tn Halo that n slldo
was n rudo incline for tho transit of heavy
goods that could not be carried down a trail,

"And Hunulcker's." continued tho man.
"ain't moro nor a mllo nw.iy. Yo might try
Hun flicker's nt a push, eh?"

By a common Instinct tho wholo parly looked
dubiously at Hale, "Who's Hennlakor?" he
felt eompellod to ask.

The hostler hesitated, and glanced at the
others to reply. "Thero arc folks," ho said
lazily nt last, "vz believes that Henulcker ain't
much bettor nor tho crowd we're hunting; but
they don't say It to Hennlcker. Wo needn't let
on what we're after."

"I for one." said Halo stoutly, "decidedly
object to any coneonlmont or our purpose."

"It don't follow," said It iw litis, carelossly,
"that Uennlcker even knows of this yer rob-
bery. It's his ginernl gait wo refer to. Et yer
think It more polite and more sociable to dis-
cuss this matter afore him, I'm agreed."

"Halo means." said Clinch, "that It wouldn't
be on the squnre to make use of any points we
might pick up there agin the rn id tigi nts."

"CortaThlj," bald II lie. It was not at all what
he had meant, but hu felt siugulurly relieved
at the compromise.

" And ez I reckon Hennlcker nln't such a fool
ez not to know who wo aro and what we're out
for." continued Clinch. "I reckon there ain't
nny concealment."

"Then It'e Hennlckor's?" said the hostler,
with swift deduction.

" Hennlcker It Isl Lend on."
Tbo hostler remounted his horse, and the

others followed. The trail prosently turned
Into a braider track, that bore some signs of
approaching habitation, and nt the end of live
minutes they c imo tmon a clearing It was
part of one of the fragmentary mountain

nnd formed by Itself n vast niche, or
bracketed shelf, In the hollow II ink of the
mountain that, to Hale's first glance bore a
rude resemblance to Eig'o's Court. But there
was neither mm low nor open Hell: tho few
acres of ground had wrested from tho
forest by ate and lire, nnd unsightly stumps
everywhere mirked tho rude and dllll 'ult at-

tempts at cultivation. Two or three rough
bulldlngeot unpinned and unpalnted bmrd-- i

connectodbv nmbling sheds, stno 1 In the cen-

tre of the amphitheatre. Far from being pro-

tected by the encircling rampart, it seemed to
be the selected arena for the combating !

monts. A whirlwind from tho outer nbis- - con-
tinually fllleil this cave of .Eolus with driving
snow, which, however, melted as It fell, or was
quickly whirled away again.

A TALL, I.1ZV LOOKING CURL. APPLMIPI).

A few dogs barked and ran out to meet the
navitctde, but there was no othor sign of any
life disturbed or concerned nt their approach.

"I reckon Hennlcker ain't home, or he'd hev
been on tho lookout nfore this." Raid tbo hostler,
dismounting nnd rapping at the door.

After a silence, a female volco, unintelligibly
to the others, apparently bad some colloquy
with the hostler, who returned to the party.

" Must go In through the kitchen cau'topen
the door for the vviud."

Loaviug their horses In the shed, thoy en torod
the kitchen, which couimunlcitud, an 1 pres-
ently came upon a squaru room llllod with
smoke from n lire of green pine logs. The
doors and windows were tightly fustonnd; the
only air ciunii In through the d

chimney In voluminous gusts which Mioincd
to make the hollow shell ot tho apartment swell
and expand to the point of bursting. Despite
the stinging of the resinous smoke, the tem-
perature was grateful to the benumbed trav-
ellers, tievoral cushlnnless armchairs, such
o were used In barrooms, two tables, a side-
board, half bar nnjj half cupboard, a id
a rocking chair, comprised the furni-
ture, and a few bear nnd buffalo skins cov-
ered the floor. Hale sank into one of the arm-
chairs, nnd, with a layy satisfaction, partly
born of his fatigue, nnd partly from some
nowly discovered appreciative fncultj', gazed
around the room, nnd then nt the mistress of
the house, with whom the others were talking,

bhe was tall, gaunt, and withered; in spite of
her evident years, her twisted Imlr was still
ilurlf nnd full, and her nt es bright an t nlttnti in- -.

her complexion and teeth had long since sue.
cutubed to tho vitiating effects tit frontier cook-
ery, and her lips worn stained with thnjeliow
juice ot a brlor-woo- d pile she held In her
mouth. The hostler hnd their Intru-
sion, and veiled their character under the
vagus epithet of a "hunting part)'," and was
now ovlduntly describing them pers inalli. In
his now-foun- d philosophy the fact that the In.
terest of his hostess soemed to be excited only
by the uujpus of his companions, that he him-
self was carelessly and even dcpreenllngly al-

luded to as the ' stranger from Eagle's" by the
hustler, aud completely overlooked by the old
woman, gave Mm no concern,

"You'll have to talk tn Zenobln yourself. Pod
rotef I'm glne to Interfere. Hho knows 's

wuis, and If she chooses to take In
transients, it ain't nn funeral o' mine. Zueuiolloueetiiel Look yerl"

A tall. g handsnmo girl nppeared
on the lurenhold of the next loom, and, with a
hand on each door punt, slowly swung herselfbm'kward Hnd forward, without entering" Well, Maw ?"

The Del Wuman briefly and iinallurlngly pic-
ture the i'., million of the travel'ern,

"l'nw ain't here 'begun the girl, doubtfully
"snil Hnwilj. Hlekl Is that uu V" 1'iihIii.terruptlon was cause I t her recognition of
the host er. an I she nningeil nun the room inrpltenf uskiuip.slaiternl) guwu, whose straight
skirt clung lo.her lower M.' Ihoio whsruuuliit, uvmpb.llke contour to her figure
Whether from languor. III health, or innrprobably from a morbid consciousness of her

own height, she moved with a slightly affected
stooo that had become a habit-- It did not seem
ungraceful to Hale, already attracted by her
delicate profile, her large dark eyes, nnd a cer-
tain weird resemblance she hndtosomo

Dm ad.
"That'll do, Maw," she f aid, dismissing her

parniit with a nod, "I'll lain to Dick."
As the doorcioseil on the old woman Zenobla

leaned her hand on the buck of u elinlr. nnil
oiiilrontett the n Inuring ejus of Dick with a
CO Idessllkn ItidlfTepincM.

".Now wot's tti use of, vnur plaj In' this jorgame nn me. Dick? Wot'e the good of jour
Imliln out that hog-was- h about huntln'
IIhuIih'' I'll tell jet the huntln' jou-uti- s hev
been nt! You've been ! ti D tin Oenrge L-- mid
bs Ixij, stilt an hour bolero sun up. You've
been folliiwln' a bllnittrnll tlpto the rldge.'untll
tliestinw got up and hunted rmt rgtitherej
Ynu v,i Im in wiiiiiipIii' ami joillu' audclreus
I 'din' on the r nils nkeo. jer vns dun inches,
and frightening all the nnni"ii fo k within
miles Hint s huntln I inu'in li en ellnib-II- I'

down Paw'- - old -- II b. ni imt, iti I niakln'
trucks fur limn to eavelhe cklus nf 'hem enn-d- e

iin.'d (iiiverniiieni burses ot the Keinpatiyl
An 1 lli " jour huntln I '

I'd II lie's Hiirpil-- o, a burst ot laughter from
thepirtj followed this spoi'ih. Ho tried tnjnln
in, but tills rlillell.-ill- s sumni in ot tlmresuit ot
lilo enthusiastic sensn nt duty left him the
only i'iuii"-- l believer timrilll"d nnd einbir-ra-se-

.Snrwiisln tho less concerned as ho
found the girl's dark ejos had rested once or
twlco upon him curiously.

Xntiobl i laughed to i. and, ln?lly turning tho
chair ainiiiiil dnipped ntolt. 'And b this timn
(lenrge loungiu' hack In his chjar and
pinokln' hisolgjarHiiniewhiir in Sacramento,"
she added stretching her feet out In the tire,
and stilting the ai'tinn tntlin word with nil Im-
aginary cigar between tho long lingers of n thin
and not over-eli- hand." We ive. Zoenle!" said ltawlins, when their
hilarity had subsided to n more sub died nnd
scarcely levs fluttering admiration of the

nil goddess befnrn theui. ' riint'e about
th''-lzi- nr it Ynu kin rak ilnwn the pile. I
forgot vnu'r" nn nld Irlend nf tleorge."

"lie's it whit" ill in I" cnid III" ili decidedly.
' e useii to know him "emit I lined ltalius.
"Once 1'iiw ain't In Hint lino nnw."
There was -- ucli a sublime unconsciousness

of any moral degradation Involved In this
nl itslouthai even iliue acepteil it without a
shock. She rose y, and. going to tile
little sideboard, brought nut a number nf
glasses; these she handed to each nf the psrtv,
and then, producing a demijohn or whiskey,
suing It ilovtomusly nnd gracefully over her
arm, so that it rested on her elbow like a cradlo,

Jni

sill
sun sluso it di:tteuiusly ov eii iiEiisttouLnEn.

and.goingtoench nn-- in succession II ledthnir
gl It ob Igetl e n'li nne to rise tn accept
tho llbntlnn, and as II lie did so In his turn he
met the ilnrk ejesiirthe girl full nil Ins own.
There was a plmisml curlnsltv In h"r g'ant"
that made thlsiuurr ed man of thiitj II vn color
us awkwar v us a b y.

The tender nf r- - freshment being understood
as a tacit recognition of tueir clal'us to a linger
hospitality, nil lurther restraint wa removed.
Zenobia resumed her seat, ami. placing hot el-

bow on the at m nf her chair anil her small
round chin In her hand, looked Ihnu.'htfiilij In
til" Hie. 'When I IJ lieorge l.n'. n white
num. it ain't b causi I know him. D's his
general gait. Wnt'a h ' evei done th n's under-
handed or menu not hin' I Ynu can't show the
iioor m in lie's ever took i pii'iii line from.
When heV heipe,) himself tn u melt's b i

nuter th"in b inks nr them epr -s pomp mles
th it think it's in ghtv Hue to loi- -t up tnoin-selve- s

mid swindle the poor foiKs n' th"lr
last tent, anil notio ly tn ks o' huntln' fo'a'
Vnd does he keep their money No; he pns-o- s
it pom I among the bij-- . that he p him, un
they nut It in clrcin itimi. fcliui't keep it tor
Inmsell ; he ain't g it Hue linu-- oi In lYKc '! he
don't keep fust hmi-e- s for show. I. Ike ez not
the critter he diil that job wilh-- nf it w is him

none nf vou bus w ill 11 have rid! nd ho
takes all the risks himself mu ken b"t jour
life that every man wilh htm was safe andawaj
afore he tinned his b i"k on you un."

"Ho certaiulj d'nps a little nt his money nt
draw pnlter, Z"onlo." miM Clinch hiii.'hlng.
' Ho lost live thousand do.lars to SburilT Kelly
last week."

"Well. I don't hear of tho Sheriff huntln' him
to give 1. buck, nor do I reckon Kelly handed it
over to the Epross it w - taken from. I hoard
liu won siithin' from hhn aspilairo. I reckon
you've beep hiintin' him to llud out whar you
should return It."

The laugn was clearly against Clinch. Ho
was about to make some riluing reimndur
when the young girl sudd inly interrupted him
"Ef you're wautiti' to hunt 80nieb"dv why
don't jnu take higher game? Tlinr'a that Jim
Harklns im for him, and I'll join j'ou,"

"llarkins!" evclamiud Clinch nnd Halo
simultaneously,

"Yes Inn Hurkliifl do joti know him ?" she
said ghin 'lug (mm th" one to the other,

"One of in j friends doe." Mild Clinch, laugh-
ing; ' but non't let that stop jnu."

"And iou over there," continue 1 Zenobia'
bending Iter bend and eyes toward Hale" I h" fii"t Is I beiieio he was my b inker."
fa id Hani with a smile. "I don't know him
personally."" l'lien voii'd better hunt him before ho doos
you " hho -- aid.

"What's lie done. Zeonle.'" asked Kiwlins,
keeu'y inioying the illscomlltiiro of the others." li u ' hli stopped, tlitew her long b ack
braids over her shou der. clasped her kune
with her hinds, and. rucking baekw inl and
forward sublimely uucnnscl uis ot the appa-
rition of ns I in ankie and half dropped off slip-
per from ii inlet h"r shortened gown, eon tinned.

It migulii't lilease ilia." she said slyly, noJ-dlu- g

Inward Hale.
"I'liiyilnn'i mini tne."sald Hale, with

eugerne-is- .
' e," a iiilonolila, "I reckon you all know

N 'd I'tlkifr and the Exce'slm Ditch."
"Y'S I'll Mier's the hupiiintendent of It."

fc.ild 11 iwiins. " vnd n sipi ire mini ton. Thar
ain't uiiythiug me in about hi in "

'Shake." s ud .euiibia evtendlng herhand,
Iliwlins shook the proffered liand with niger
Hpontiineousuess, and the girl reeiiniod "II t's
about ,'. good ;. tliej 111 ik" 'nm jou pet.
W I, you know Ned has put all his money, and
nil nis i trennth, mid alt ins si ir and "

"His good inoke " added Clinch, uaiinly," Into mat Ditch," continued Zenooia ignor-
ing the lutorruptioii, "It's his m. itlier It's his
Hweethe.it t. it's his utert thing! When other
chillis nf his age was e imrlln' round l'nse i,
ami havlii' high jinks No I was in his Ditch,

Walt till the Ditch is done,' h" Use 1 to saj',
'Wait till she tn boom, and then ynu
just mini'! round.' Jlore n that, hegnt all the
bojs tn put In their Inst cent (or thoy love
Km! like e, of be wns n woman."

" I'lint's so," nild Clinch nnd Hiwllns slmul-taneousl-

"and lie worth It."
"Well." L'outiuuod Zenobia, "the Ditch

didn't boom ezsoou ez they knlkllnted. And
then the bovs kopt gettin' poorer and poorer,
and Ned kept gstlin poorer mid poorer In

Ins liniietulness and gilt. Then
he limits around for more capital, And annul
this time, that coyote Hnrker smelt sullilu'
nice up there, and he gits Neil to giv him e in.
trnl of it and he'll him IiIh nam and lit
up a company. Soon e7 ho gets control tho
Hist thing hedoei Is tnsiij that It wail's hull
a million o' money to mike it p.iv, ami
levies nil asses. ulent of two bundle, I d,,.
larsashare, Thai's nothln' fur them rich fe.
Inwe tn p iy, nr preten.l to pai nut lot boys mi
irruli wages It meant nn j lulu. Thev colli lll'l
pav, and ha 1 tn 'or'eil their shines lor new tn
uolliillg And Ned made one more desperate
attempt to save them and lilme f by hoi row-
ing money on his shares; when that hound
Harklns got wind ot it, urn! let it be
lulled in "il ml that the Ditch Is a
failure, an I that he was goln' out
ot It : that bioiwht the shares ipinn in nothing
As .Noil couldn't r.usi a d uhir, tlin new com-lu- ll

j hwnopt J Inn It mi Ills shares f ir the debts
th u ha I put up. an I left hun 1 t pi hoys to
help lhi)Uielves. ,S d couldii t bein to lace (he
boys that he d h "ped In ruin, ami put nut and
ain't been hear I from sines fter 11 irkni"
had got rid ot Ne I and the hojs he uiniia.'es tn
ai nil that wonderful debt ami sells out for a

liuiiilr. d thousand dollar". That iiimiej .Veil's
money lie sends tn HH'Tillll-lil- n, for he dmi'l
darn In travel with It liiiuseif, and is katklhuln'
tn leave the keiitry, for sumo of the h iys allow
to kill him mi sight. Ho ef you're wantin' to
hunt Miitliin'. mars jei chance, and you
needn't go into the siinw to do It."

"Hut surely the law can recover this mnn-e- v

?" said Hale. Indignantly. "It Is us ItUa.
mou a robbery us " he stopped as hecuught
.ennbla'e 01 e,
" l.z last ulght s you wero goln' to say. I'll

call It mo". Them r i.id agents don't pretend
tn be o'ir friend but take jer money and run
risks. J'or ezlo the law that can't helpjer,"

" It's a skill game, and Jnu might ez we ex-
pect to recover a gambling debt from a short
card sharp." explained Clinch; ' 1'iilkner
oughtershnt llllll nn eight."

"Or the boc lynched him. ' suggested Ituw.

" I think," said Hale more reflectively, "that
In the absence of legal remedy a man nt that
kind should have ben force't iiuK.r twong
physical menace to give up his ga n.
The money was the primary obieou aud If that

could be sot without bloodshed which seems
to me a uselese crime It would be quits ae
effective. Of course, It there was resistance or
retaliation, it might bo necessary tn kill him."

He hnd unconsciously fallen Into his old
didactic nnd dogmatic habit nt speech. nnd per-
haps, under the spur of Zenobia s eyes, he had
given it sntnn natural emphasis. A dead
silence followed. In which tint others regarded
him with amused and grntltled surprise, and
It was broken only bv Zenobia rising and hold-
out her hand, "Shake!"

rXjlll

" it uiortT rrxASE ntst."

llnle raised It gallantly, and pressed his lips
on the one spotless linger." That's gospel truth. And you ain't the first
white man to say It."

"Indeed," laughed Hale. "Who was the
other?"

"George Loo!"

CHAl'TEIt VI.
Tho laughter that followed was Interrupted

by a sudden barking ot the dogs In the nuter
clearing. Zenobia rose lazily and Htmde tn tbo
window. It relieved Hale nf c rtalu embar-
rassing reflections suggested by her comment.

"l.t it ain't that font Dick
bringing up passongois from the snow-boun- d

up stage in tho road. 1 reckon 'if got sutiiiii'
to saj to that 1" Hut tlin Inter nppeariince of
tho apolngeilc Dick, with the .lesur-inc- that
the pnrtv carried a permission from her father,
grained at the lower station In view of sip h an
einergencv. checked her active imposition.
' I hut's like I'liv." slie soliloiiiili'ed aggriev-
ed j ; "shiittln' us up nnd setttn dogs nn everj-ho.l- y

torn week, mid then etlln' th whole stags
eervlci) ia-- s through nne dnur and out at an-
other. Well, it's mi house and ns whiskey
and the! kin take It but thoy dou't get mu to
help 'em,"

1 hm crtnlnly were not a prepossessing or
goo I acquisition M the n.irty. Apart
from Hi., uitnr.tl nntagoulsm which, on such
neeiisloiis, those in po.snsinn a ways feel to-
ward tho newcomer, they were strongly In-
clined tn resist the diss itislletl iiuoruinusllessand a.'gre-sh- i) a tltu I" nf these fresh npp

linsptnlitv, Tho most offensive one
was a person who ape ured to e"rcie nme
authorltj over the others. He was loud as-
suming, urn! dressed witli vulgar pretension,
II" quickly disposed himself in the chair va-
cated hi'.'tinh!ii, ami rilled for some liquor." I reckon jnu'll hev to help yourself," said
Ilawhue, drily, a- - there was no response.
"' There are only two women in th" house, and
I re i kon their hands are lullnlreadi."

Icnl ltd d uncivil treatment," said tho
mm. raising his voice, "and Hennlcker bad
better singsuinllm If he don't want lii old den
pulled down smiiii dij. He ain't any better
than men that hev pii ked up afore now."

"You iiiighturtold him that, and mebben he'd
hev cnnio over with jer" returned ItavvMns.
"lie's a mild, soit eisv-gnin- g mnn Is r!

in't ho I'll. Clinch .'"
The casual mention of Clinch's name

the eiToct which the speak'-- r probablj
lutonde 1. The strauger stared at Clinch, who,
aiip.itentlv nbivious of the convnrsation wns
lilniitlng his iold grin "ies at the lire. Drop-
ping Ins aggressive tone tn mere querulous.
ues tun man sought the wliisk"j demlioun,
ami tie jieil hiins"t nnd his cmnp inlnns. I'ortl-II- "

I bj liquor, lie returned to the lire.
"I reckon jou'vn heard nbutt tills jer rnh-b'r- j.

Colonel?" he s ihl, mNr"sing Clinch,
with nn attempt at nasi f unllmrlty.

Without iinsin.: hi- - eve'- - from the lire, Clinch
brielly " I ri kon."

"I'm up yei evaml'ilng Into it. for tho Ex-
press " the htranger" Lost much ' aski ltawlins." Nntsii much ". tliej ni'ght hev That fool
Hnrkins had a hundred thousand dollars ingreenback" se i I up like an ordinary p ickuge
nf a thnusaud dollars, and gam It tn a friend.
Hill tiutlirie. In the b ink tn pick' nut some

chup among tho pass-ngnr- s to take
cii'irge nf It to Iteuo, Hu wouldn't trust the Ex-
press. Un ha!"

I'ne dad oppressive silence that followed his
ompij laughter luniln It seem a most artificial.
Itivvlliis held his hraiith and looked at Clinch.
Hale, with the Instincts ot a refined sensitive
man turn-- d hot with the embarrassment
Clinch should have shown, l'orthat gentleman,
without lilting his oyes (rotn the lire, and with
no anpiirent change In his demeanor, lazily
asked: "Ye didn't ketch the name o' that"pus-on-

'Naturally, no! For when Guthrie hears
what was said ngln him be wouidu't give his
name until lie heard from him."

"Aud irlmt was bald ugln him?" asked
Clinch, musingly.

' What would ba s lid agin n man that give up
that ii m n' money, like a chaw of tobacco, for
th" asking Why, there wore but three men.
as tarns we kin bear, that did tho job An I

there were four p m ngers Inside armed, nnd
the driv-- r and press messenger nn the im,
Si were rohh'd by time they were a sweot-scente- d

lot it ickon they must hev felt mighty
small, for I hear they got up and Hkedahlied
from the station under the pretext of lookin'
for tho rotih-rs.- " He laughed again, and tho
laugh was nmsiij repented by his five compan-
ions nt the other en t of the room.

Hale, who had fmgitten that tho stranger
was only penning a purl nl Ills own crltl m of
eight hours betme. was on the point of rising
with burning cheeks ami angr indignation,
when the In.lly uplifted njn nf Cinch caught
his, and absolutely held lilin down with itspaniljzing nnd deadly slgnil! 'unco. .Mulder
Itself hit"iu"il tn look from those cruelly quiet
and remorseless gray pupils. For a moment
he forgot his own tnge in this glimpse of
Conch's iinp'.u'ab e resentment; torn in unent
he fell a thrill "I pity for the wretch who had
pruvokrd it. Ho remained mmionioss aud fas.
ciliated In Ills chair as the lay lids closed llko
a nheath over Clinch's eves again, llawlins
who had probably received the sums glance of
warning, remained equally still,

'They haven't heard the last of It yot, ynu
b"t," continued the Infatuated stranger. " I've
gut a little statement here for the newspaper " I

he a Ided drawing oino pi pais from his pock-
et; 'siithlu' I just run off In the coach as I
came along. Iieckon It'll show things up In a
new light. It's time there should he hoiiuichange. All the cussiir Hint's been iiin'ly
done lie been by the passengers agin the

and Mtuge Companies. I prnniwe that
the company shoiiiddiit little usn' them-selve-

Se l'Vops jou don" mind mi read-I-
It to vnf It's jiitsiilcy enough to suit themnewspuper chiins "

" (in nn," Hiiid Colonel Clinch, quietly.
Tho tnuii domed his thro it. wlili the prelim-

inary pus of authorship, nnd Ills Mm friends
to whom the c iiunosltion wasinldently uot un-
familiar, assumed anticipatory smiles.

"I call il '1'rlo
Sort ol rutiH nasi nlTtho tongue, ou knuw,

"It now appears that the success of the latestage ooach robbery near the summit was
largely duo to the pusillanimity not lo use a
morn Hurinuu word ;" he stopped and looked ex-
planatorily toward Clinch ; "je'll see in a mlnlt
what I'm gettln' at by of
the passengers tlieiuseivns, It nnw transpires
that there weinnmy three robbers whonttacked
the coach, end that although passeuers, driv-
er, and express messenger wore fully armed,
ami were dmihe the number of their a

not a shot was II red. Ho uiciiu no redac-
tions upon the n cuiragi nf Yuba
Hill, nor the experience nn I coolness of llricv
rihhetts, the courteuus Uptess messenger,
both of whom have since oufoStfd to nave
been more tlun astunlslmd at the Chris-
tian nnd lamh.liku subuiisslmi of the

Amusing stories o some laughabio
jet sickening iucid nits of the ocaisiuu,
such as grown men kneeling in the road, andollnrilig to htllp themselves completely, if lerIves wore only sp ired; nf men' the p i.setigerH
hiding under the mat. and onlybilugdislodgeil
by pulling his coat. talis; of Incredible sums
nriimiseil, ami even mlars of muni il horvlca fur
the iiresTvatlou of their wretched eircaos,are received with til" greatest gusto; hilt we
nte ill of facts which Play lend tn
mole serious accusations, Al'liotighoneof the

Is esidtohave lost a arg" siiinol
inonnv inlruste I to him, while attempting with
biref'icel eirroniury to establish a rival 'carryiug' business in mm of the Ettiress Com.
pauj's own coaches I that a good
p tut," He Interrupted hlmseit to allow the
uniestralned appluusu of bis own party,
"Don't rou""It's just h II "said Clinch, musingly.

'Yet the affair," resumed urn sir tngir, from
his manuscript, fs locked up In gieat and sus.
plclnus mrsicry. The presence nf Juckson N.
Slnuner, Esq, Ithat's me) special detectiveagent to the company, and his etafflu town, Is a
guarantee that the mystnrj will be tlinroughlj
probed. Had to put that In to please the cum.
pain," he again depreoitlliglt explained, "We
are Indebted to this gentlem in for the facts "

"The pint you want to make In that article,"
s ild Clinch, rising but slid directing his face
and ins corner itinn to the lire, "ez fur ez I
klu see, is. that no three men kin backdown
six unless they be cowards, or aro vvllllug to be
backe I down,"' That's the point what I start from." re
Joined "nnd work up. I leave It to
you e( It nlnt so ?"" I can't say ez I agree with you." said the

Colonel dryly. lie turned, and still without
llftlmrhls eyes, walked toward the door ot the
room which Zenobia had entered. The key
wnt nn the Inside, but Clinch gently opened
the door, removed the key, and. closing the
door again, locked It from bis side. Hale nnd
llawlins felt their hearts beat quickly; th"
others followed Clinch's slow movements nnd
downcast mien with nmued curiosity. After
locking the other nutlet from the mom nnd
putting tho kejs In tils pocket. Clinch returned
to the lire. For the first time be lilted his eyes;
the man nearest him shrunk back In terror.

"I am the man," IiomiM slowlj, taking de
liberate breath Isitwefii bis sentences, "who
gave up those greenl ack to the robbeis. I am
one of tbo three passengers ynu have la punn-
ed In that paper, iitnl these gentlemen leslde
me are tho ntln r two." He Mopped anil looked
around htm, "Ynu don't believe that thtee
men can back down nl x I Well. I'll show jmi
how It nm I n done. More than that, I'll show
you how one mini can do It; tor by the living
O d If jou don't hand over thut paper, I'll kill
j'ou where jnu sltl I'll slvo jou until I count
ten It one of you moves, bo and jou nn dead
men but yon llrstl"

Before he hud Mulshed spaklng Halo nnd
nnwllus hud both , as If in enncert, with
their woipons drawn. Hale cou'd not tell how
or why lie hnd done so, but ho was equally s,

without knowing why. of tiling bis ejo
on one ot the other pnrty, and tbnt he should,
In the event ol an nlTrav, try tn kill bltn, lin
did not attempt tn reason; he onlj knew that
he should do his best to kill that mail nnd per
baps others.

"One," Raid Clinch lifting his derringer,
"two Mine "

"Look here, Colonel I swear I didn't know
It was yon. Cotno d it! 1 saj see hern "
stammered Stahtior. with white cheeks, not
during to glance for aid to Ids stupefied pnrty,

" 1 our live- - hI "
"Walt! Herd" ho produced tho paper and

threw It on the lloor.
' l'ick It up and hand It to me, Seven

olght "
Manner scrambled to his feet, picked up tho

piper, and handed It tn the Colonel. " I was only
joking, Colonm," hesald with a lorcml nigh,

' I'm glad to hear it. Hut as Mils joke s In
black ami white, you wouldn't mind siijltigsn
In the "nine fashion. Tike that pun and Ink
and write as I dictate. ' 1 certify that I am sat-Idl- e

I thatthe nhovo statement Is a base eulutii.
ny against the characters ot lllngwood Clinch,
ltobert ltawlins, and ,lohn Hale, passengers,
nnd t but I do herebv apologize to the same.
Sign It. That'll do. Now let We rest of your
piirlyslgn as witnesses."

They compiled without hesitation; some.
Hnizlng the opportunity of treating tho affair as
a juku, suggested u drink.

in Msii
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"I'LL KILL VOU WIIEItE T0U SIT."

" Excuse me." snld Clinch, quletlv, " but oz
this house ain't big enough fur me nnd that
man. and ez I've got business et Wild C it Sta-
tion with this paper. I think I'll go without
driukiu'." He took th" keys (rotn his pocket,
unlocked the do th and, taking up bis overcoat
and rltle. turiud us If tngn.

It iwllns rose to fo low lilin : Hale nlone hesi-
tated. Tkeripld ociirrencus of the last half
hour gave him no time for rellectlnu. Hut he
was by nn means satuilo nf the legalltj nf the
hist act he ha I ai led and nbmted. although ho
ndmitted its rude justice in dfelt he would have
done so again. Aloarut this, and an instinct
that he might be led Into furthurcomplicatiiins
If he continued to identify himself with Clinch
and ltawlins; the tact that they had prfessod-l- y

ulmudnned thnlr quest, and that it ws readi
supplanted by the presence of an authorized
pirtywhom they hud nlreudj come In conflict
with all this urged him tn remain behind. On
the other hand, the apparent desertion nf Ins
cumrailee nt the Inst mnment was nppose I

both to his senne of honor end the liking he had
taken to them. Hut he reflected that he hat
n rem I j hliown his active partisanship, that he
could be nf little erv ice to them at Wild Cat
hlitlnn. and vvnuld be onlj fncreiKiug the dis-
tance from bis hmii"; and above all an impa-
tient longing for indepemleiitautinn, tlnailyib
cnleil him. "I think I win stay here," hesald
to Clinch, "unless mil want me."

Clinch cast a swift and meaning gluncent the
enemy, but looked approval. " Keep yourejes
ski.iued. and you're good fnr a toz n nf "en,"
lie s ild, so to loir and then turn'ed tn Stannnr,
"I'm going to take this paper to Wild Cat. It
vmi want to comiiinuicate with me hereafter
you Know where I am to be f uind. unless "
ho smiled grimly' you'd like to see me out-
side torn tew minutes before I go?"

' It is a matter that concerns the Stage Com-
pany, not me," said Stunner, with an uttenipt
to appear at bis ease.

Hale accompanied Clinch and Itaw'lns
through the kitchen to the stnbls. The hostler.
Dick, had alrendy returned to tue resiuuof the
snowbound coach.

' I shouldn't like to leave many men alone
with that crowd," said Clinch, pressing Ham's
hand; "and I wouldn't have allowed your
htuj lug behind ef I didn't know I could bet mi
pile on j'ou. Your olferin' m stuj'jiist puts a
clean finish on It. I, ml jer. Hale, I didn't cot-
ton much to you at first; hut ef you ever want a
friend cull on lltugwood Clinch."

"The same horn, ool niitu,"s in! ltawlins ex-
tending his hand as he appeared from u hur-
ried conference with the out woman at the
woodshed, "and trut to Zeenlo to give vim a
hint ef there's iiuytbin' utnlurhaiided goln' on.
ho long,"

Hall inclined to resent this Implied sugges-
tion of protection, jet half pleased at the iilnuof
a c nil. lance with the ban gin lie hud
Been. Hale returned tn the r mm, A whispered

among the parly ceased nn his
entering and an awkward silence fnllov.ed,
which Hale did uot attempt lo break as hu
quietly took Ins so a ngaln by the lire. He was
presently confronted In Manner, who with nn
.ilTectatlnu ot easy familiarity crossed over to
Ihe hearth.' Til" old kernel's d d peppery und liigli
toned when he's got n litt1" more than his
reg'inr three llng-r- s o' corn juice, eh '

' I must beg jnu to uudorstan I distinctly,
Mr, Stunner Hale, with a return nf his
habitual preclslnu ol statement, "that regal d
any slighting allusion to the geut'mnau who
has juki left not only as u exceedingly bad
ta.te coming from ! , but very nllusivn tn
mjso I, 1 you mean to implj lh.it lie was un-
der tho lulliiemu nt liquor It is m duty inyou; ho was ho perfectly in possession
of his faculties as to express not only his own,
but mi opinion of your conduct. You must also
it in 1 that he was dhci imlllatlng enough tn
show his objection In ynur company hi leaving
It. I regret that cireum-tnn- s do not niakn it
cmivi'iihiul fur mu tn exoicsu that privilege;
lint If I am obliged to put up with yuiir ires,
unco in this room I strongu insnd that it Is
nm mad" unendurable wilh the addition of
your tnnvetsitlmi."

I'he off ei t of Ibis Isliliernte and pasntihHs
declaration was morn diaompnsliig in th"
parly than (' Inch's fury. Ulteilv iiuaccus.
tome I to the ideas and language suddenly con-
fronting them, they wure uiiaii e to ileterminii
whether It was the real expression nf the
spe iksr, or whether It was a vaguu b ulinago or
alTectatiou to which any rpiy wou d Involve
them in ridicule. In u country toirorizsd by
practical joking they did not doubt but that
this was a new form ot hnixlng calculated tn
provoke snini) response that would cmistltutu
them as victims. I'he Immediate elTect upon
them was that complete sllurice In regard to
himself thill Hale desired, Tliej drew to-
gether again an I conversed in whitfpsr, while
Hu e, wit i his ejes lived on the pre, gave li in
self up tusoiiinwhiil late mid uu ! flection

lie could -- carceiy renllx Ills Fm
lloWeVel lie lulu'llt Innk at It. within il sluice ot
twelve bonis he had not only "bunged some ol
his most cherished opinions but he had acted
In accordance to that cuangi in a wai thai
mu le It seem almost impossible for him ever to
recant. In lite iiieressuf law and or rli
bad ungated In tin iiiiiswiul and d sorderly
pursuit ot criminals, and had uctua ly come In
conflict, not vv th the truninm, but with Ihe
only party apparent y authorl'"! In put sue
I'lHin, More Hiun tliul, lie wa- - lliiding hiiu-e- il

committed to a certain symiuthy w th those
criminals, rwxnty-loii- r h utn ago If nirv one
hud toul him that he vvminl have con lmi"d un
Illegal oat for Is al struct justice or assihtml In
commit an illvg il act for the hiiiiiu purpose, he
would have feu liliu-e- lt Insulted I'hst In
knew he would uot now feel It as all Insult per.
plexed Ijiiii -- till til ne, In these eircu n.iiiuces
the (u"t that hu was separated from ins fuui I)
and k it ro irom all his pum Hie und tradi
tlotis liy u chance ace! lent did not lUlurbh m
gre itly;nd-e- d, ho was for the llr- -t time a llt'le
iloulitliil of their probable criticism un his In.
ennststepej'. and was by no means in u hurrj
to subject himself to it.

Lifting his eves, he was suddenly aware that
the do ir leading lo ttie kitchen was slowly
opening. He hnd thought he heard it crunk
ouce or twice during Ills deliberate reply to
Manner. Il was evidently moving now so as to
attract his attention, without disturbing the
others. It preseiitlv opened suftlcieiitlj wide
to show th" face of Z 'vine, who, with a gesture
ol caution inward h s companions, beckoned
him to join her. He rose carelessly a if going
nil, and, putting on his hat. entered the kitch-

en as th" retreating figure nt the juung girl
gdded lightly toward the stables, bhe ascended
a few open steps as if to a hayloft, but stopped
before a low door, I'usliing Unpen, she preced-
ed him IrAo a small room apparently mdsr the
roof, which scarcely allowed her to stand up-
right, iiy the light of a stable lantern hanging

from a beam he saw that, though poorly fur-
nished It bore some evldonoe of feminine taste
and habitation. Motioning to the only chair,
elm seated herself on the edge nf the bed. with
her hands clasping her knees In her familiar
attitude. Her face bore traces of recent aglta- -
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Hon. nnd Iter eyes ro shining with tears, lly
the closer light of the lantern ho was surprised
to tlnd it nan Irntn laughter.

" I reckoned you'd ne right lonoly down
tlmre with that Stunner crowd, pnrtlcklerly
niter that little speech o' juur'n: mi I sezto
Maw, I'd gut jou up ver for n spell. Mnwiiud
1 hcerd jnu exlioit 'mnl Mnw allowed jou
wo tuikiti' a fiirrln tnngno all along, but I
sakes nllvel I lied to hump mjsell to keep
iMitt buslln' Into n yell when ver list drawed
them Wehster-iiniitiililge- d sentences on 'em."
She stopped and rocked backward nnd for-
ward with laugh Hint, subdued bv tho
low roof, anirtho fear of being overheard, wns
bj no meiins up musical, "I'll teli je what got
ni". tho'! That pirt cominonclng, 'Suckam-stance- s

over whl h I've no control, '"
Oh, cornel I didn't say that," Interrupted

Hale, laughing,
"Don't make It convenient for mo tooxorclsn

the privilege of klckln' jer out to that extotit."
she continued, "hut If I cannot dispense with
your room, the least I can snr Is that It's n d d
sight lietmr than join company orsiitbln' like
th itl And then the way jnu minded ynurstnps,
and ot your voice rise and lull just 113 iniv ez
ef ynu wos a First Header In large type. Why,
the Kernel wasn't nowhere. His cussln' didn't
come within a mile o' your'n. That Stunner
jlst turned jailer."

"I'm ulraid you're laughing nt me," said
Hale, tint knowing whether to be pleased or
vexed nt the girl's nmiismuunt.' I reckon I'm ihe only one that dare do it,
then," said the girl. sliui j'. "The Kernel sez
th" way you turned round utter he'd done his
cussln', nnd said yer believed jnu'd stay and
tnk" the ri'sponsllilllt j nf the whole thing and
did It in that kmti, soft,

stile, was the thing he'd soon jet!
Nn! Maw says I ain't much nn miuiuurs but I
know a man when I see him "

Fnr nn instant Hale give himself up to the
delicious Hatter) nt unexpected utilliteudeil,
und uppiretitlj uninterested compliment.

at last a little ontl nrrasscd under the
flunk cuiioslty of the girl's dark eyes, be
ch mged tho subject.

"Do ynu always cmno up hen through the
stables r" he asked, gluip'liig round the room,
which wasevldentlj her own.

"I reckon," he answered half nhstr.icfodly.
"There's a la !der down tluir to M iw's "mm"
pniiiilug tn n trap-dou- r beside th" broad chim-
ney that served as a wall, "but It's handier the
other wav, nnd nearer the busses If jou waul
to get away quick."

Tills p ilpablH suggestion home nut by what
lie remembere 1 of the other d uiiuftiu details
that the house bad been planned with refer-
ence to hiiil'len fornv or escape, reiwakened
his former uneasy reflections, eenlo. who hail
been watching his face, added, " It's nn s ouch,
when li'aror painters hung round nights and
stampede the stock, tn be able to swing your-se'- f

"nto n boss w.ieiiovr you bear a row goln'
on outside."

"Do ynu mean Hint t011 ."
"l'nw mnl, and I, do i.on? sense I'vn come

Into the rnnni." She pointed to a nondescript
L'nrnient half c'nak, h ilf hahit. h ingiugoo the
wull. "I've been outer bed and on 1'itch-plne- 's

back as far ez tbo trail live minutes arler
I beard th" ilrst bellow."

Hale regarded her with undlsgiilsnd aston-Ishmnn- t.

There was nothing at all Amnrontnn
or horsey in her manners, nor was there even
the iniiiist physical contour that might have
been developed through hitch expert miccs. On
the nntriry. shese med tube la.llj elTemliiuto
in bodj and mill I, Heed ess of his critical sur-
vey nf her. she b cknned htm to idaw his chuir
narur. end. looking Into bis eves, said: " Vthnt-ov"- r

possessed toit to take to buutiii' men "
Ha'e was stagger el tij the question, but nev-

ertheless eiid"iunreil to explain. Hut he was
surprised to tlnd that hisnxpl.tuatlmi appeared
stilted even to himself, and, he could not doubt,
wns ntter'v Incomprehensible to the girl. She
uodded her head ho.vnver. and continued:

"Then you haven't any thin' ugln' Oenrge ?"
"I don't know tieorge." ssld Hale smiling.

"My jirneeeding was against the hlghwnyinau."" Well, lit- - was the highvvuym in "
"I mean it was the principle I objected to.

A principle that I consider highly dangerous."" Welt, he Is the principal for the others onlv
helpL I reckon," said Zeenlo with a sigh, "and
I reckon he n dangerous."

Hale saw (I was useless to explain. The girl
continued: " What mndo yon stay nre Ins'pa
of going on wiMi the Kernel 'J here was
Mitlilu' ou--e besides your wautln' to make that
Stannertiikn water. Wnat Is It "

A light sense ol the propinquity of beauty,
of her conll'leuce, of their isolation, of theelo.
queiKOof her dark eyes, at first tempted Hale
to a reply of simple gallantry: a grayer con-
sideration of the same circumstances froze it
upon his lips

" I don't know," he returned, awkwardly.
" Well, I'll te I ynu." she s.u.l. ' Y u didn't

cotton tn the Kernel and ltawlins much mure
than jou did tustiinner. Thej alt.'t jnurkind."

In his nmbiirrissment Hule til und red upon
the th 'light hu had tmiiniuhly uvoid-i- l,

"Suppose," he said with a constrained
much, 1 had st iyed to see jnu "

'1 reckon ain't ynur kind neither " s'io re-
plied promptly, There was a mnmentatj
pause when she roso and walked to the chim-
ney " It's very quiet down there." elm said,
stoning and listening over the roughly board-e- d

ilnor that formed the celling nf the room
below. "I wonder what's going on."

In the belief that this was a dillcafe hint for
bis return to the parly. lisle rnsi . but the girl
lassid him hurriedly, and. opening the door,
cast a quick glance Into the stable beyond.

"Just as I recsiweil the horses are gone
too. They've sk- - 1 idd c I "she said blankly.

Hale did imt In his embarrassment n
mnment ng the idea nf taking 1111 equally sud-
den depsrlille lin 1 flushe I up ni him, S inuld
Ife t ike this ass utille itinu nf thai impulse or
how He stood gnlng nt th" girl, who turned
and began to d"s-ei- the -- tairs silently. He
followed. When they ipachedthe lower room
tber found It ns thej bud expected desei ted.

"1 hope I didn't drive them awiy " said
H lie. with .111 nui'usj look at the troubled face
of the girl. ' l'ur I rnahy had an idea ot going
myself a miimmit ugn."

hhn remained l mit gaz'ng out of tho win-
dow ; thun turning wit a slight shrug of per
shieihl'T", suld ha f dellantly: " W hat's the use
now ? O JIuw! the stunner rowd has vamosed
lb" ranch, and this j'or stranger kalkll.itus to
stay I"

l''o be amtiuueil nrrt untidy.)

rs it a c.i; nt Miriui: idkstity?
1 ICeplltehle llilolilris Hun at CSICiltro Ac-eu- d

f InsiilllMa i,ttl Ilutilileir m eeiuu.
ClilCAOO, Dpi'. 7. .Mis. Ilelt'ti Whipple,

until recently omplojed nt Hulchklss ,t l'alm-er'- s

cloak factoiy on Market stroi t, told n
strnngo tale to Justice Muech y about bur
experience on the Thursday night before
Thanksgiving. John Kent-- , proprietor of a
livery stable on Grand Boulevard, was tho

In the cuse,
" I wauwalklng borne at C, In the evonlng,"

sho sftid, " and nt State struct nnd Hubbard
court Mr. Kent, drove up to the sidewalk,
csllud me up 10 tho buggj, and told m that mj
hiihhiiul wns very sick, ' Oct Into the buggy,'
lie said, 'and I'll take jou 10 him,' I did
not stop to think, but gut right lu nnd he drove
rapidly south, We went nut ns far ns
I'iftv-thli- d Mieet, H010 he Instilled me and
iiiughlhohl of me. s unholy was iirniiu I I
'iiliiil nut call lor help. He then ill" tni

n do lar Inr bringing tueniii there iiudgrabl ed
mj hand "atch- -l hvi ij from me, I told
lilin I nny hud sivtj cuts, but he
would not believe me. He turned all my pool-el- s

innide nut. lull found nothing. ' Take ol!
jinn coik,' lie said gruffly 1 said; 'You
Wouldn't take III cinuk and leave me nut h'TU
tins cud nlgut would 1011 ' Hut h mud" me
tan oil tue garment, and then ma le inoget nut
dthe buggy, lie a so sin u my iiinbtel a. He
Irov" rapidly ,iwav Hid 1 waked tvvibo'ks
towarl the ellj. lime I ut"t a gentlemun who
give mu ivveuD-llv- o cents to puj in) car (ale
U Pie "

' Did jou ever see this man befuru?" asked
the ourt.

'Never lr In my life, I do not know him,
and never s iw iiitu until that night."

" re you positive lie istne man who took juil
Into the buggy "

" Yes, sir. i am positive he iBthn person," was
the I'tniihatlc answer,

Th ileteiid ml t u reputable business man,
and soul" o' the ollkvr-ililii- k the woman has
got the wrung parly. Hu siys he was riling
Inline lu his buggy n Mturdaj evening, when
lie was stopp'ol by a pulp email ami placed
under arrest. I h" woman was with the police,
man when he made the uire-- t. and shns ml ns.
ittveiy at Hi it time thut elm was not mistaken,

'It was a perlect surprise lu me when 1 whs
Arrested " hiipI Mr. Kmiiz. "I never saw the
woman in my life mid can prove where
1 was the night of the miegeil robbery."

The defendant's attorney roquesio I a conlln.
uance to prove his client's Inpucuuce. and tbo
case was set for Wednesday uuxu 'jir, Keutx
furnished ll.OOO bulL

HKW XOKK CrLKBHITlKM.

CuiiBMin MeVUken
In 17S6 thero landed tn Now York two

brothers from tho north ot Ireland. These
brothers. Nathan and John MoVlckar. though
born In the north of Ireland, were descended;
from a Scottish tnmtly belonging to the clan ot
that name, who were almost destroyed during
the border warfare, and merged In the Clan
MacDounld. An ancestor went to Austria, and.
joining the Austrian forces, was for valor In

jtho Held created a Vlonr ot the Austrian Em-

pire, and assumed Ihe title inn surname.
What New York was when tho brothels land-

ed Is pictured In a verv Interesting souvenir
preserved by the Commodore This souvenir
isn pen nnd ink sketch of the city, taken In
17.15. Although two or three streets were InlJ
out lurther up town, Ann street, with less than
half a dozen buildings, was then tho extreme

end of tho city. Tho temperance of the citizens
Is Indicated by tho fnct tbnt only four "meed
houses " and one tnvorn nre located on this map.
while nine churchos nnd only one "play house"
are placed. Even then Now York afforded
fair field tor oottimorci.il onterprlso.

The brothers prospered and grow In wealth
and public, respect. They were merohnnts.
John McVlckar was n vestryman of Trinity
Church rrom 1M)1 to 1S12. He was nlso 0110 of
Dm founders of the ht. 1'ntrlck b ,ctty of till
cltj, and 11 director nt the Hunk nf New Yurk in
17'JJ He married Miss Anne Monro, a sister
ot l'utluipn Eiidj Carii'luii Donnn. He was
director of th. .New Yurk Hn-pll- in 17tl3

Of John McVieker's suns, the eldest married
a daughter ol William Const .bin the second a
ilaiikbterol Judge llrockholet Livingston, the
thud ,1 daughter nf the en "hrnted Dr. hnmtiel
llald nnd one of his diuu'hter-- i married Wil-
liam Jay, a sun nf On v. John Jay. '1 hioiigli ihe
uiiirri ige vv till the sister nt Lady Dnngmi the
McViekars wutn Inheritors ns lords of tho
manor on Stalen Islstid. oT n I wut'T e inrses,
puiiiIk. and niltien" this being "pecllb-- lu all
the only d"eds. Tlie cutiiilrj seal wns at
Itlonmini-'dal- now the VRylum fnr the Insniio.
and the town residence at fi Vesey street.

JI. W. McVickir nn h. retirement from nctlvo
business married M ssCuth trine Hucknor. iho
daughter id s West India genu. man vv ho iniir-ri"- d

Miss Ooelet. 11 sistiir ot Mr. l'eler tine t,
Theonlj child snivivlng to. day of ihe mar-
riage of Mr. McVlckar Is tho sulyct of thll
bketch.

Mr. McVlckar at an earlv sgoengag"d in bus.
Ini'ss in Wall sin m. and with unusual sucioss,
Il has bee u remarked thut the hug" gains hi
has at times niudu were the re-u- it nf a saga,
clous judgment while his large losses have
Invariably been from mer confidence Intrusted
friends. When tie retired from active business
he left h large prop Ttiou nt his property in
money, shares, end other securities In the
hands of Morns Ketehuni .x. hon. They wero
diverted to the use of voting Mr. Kutchum ani
credited to him instead ot tn Mr. McVlcknr.

Cummuduie McVlckar has been un enthu'd- -
nstlc yachtsman. He has owned tnu Mystery,
the s. the Hare, and the Magic His
hospitality on his yacht was proverbial. The H
delicious meals weiu ilue to the aid of hip own
rod ami gun, and lu his own cooking, fcr the H
Commndnre is a master of the culinary rrt. 1

In 1805 he was elected Commodore of the
fleet, and in 18ltj was deputed to prJOeed to
England mucins judge with tho Ear' of Wll-- 1
tun. Commndnre of the Unynl Yacht buuadron, 1
of the ocean race between the Henri', tta, Vesta, 1
and Fleetwlng. The yachts stnrtedunDec.il. 1
and ail England hung wilh eager Interest on 1
the race. When the pews wns wired that tbo
Henrietta had anchored ubroist nf Cowee M
Castle at 5h. 4Um. nn Christines Day, 18(16, fol- - B
lowed by the I'ieetwjng at 4 A. M. on Ihe M
2lilll. and the Vesta Ircer nn. a thrill M
of enthusiasm ran through the Island. B

The American jnchtH.'nen were entertained M
nt a splendid banquet at Cnwes bv the yachts- -
men of Englnnd. The Queen sent nn equorrjr
tn say that sho bed taken a lively Interest In M
the race and that she d sired in see the racers. M
The midday of the '29th whs fixed for tne re- - M
view The sandn.d the soft shores of the Isle of M
W iglit were glided by the euuiight. and every M
line became a Ian Iscape. The Commodore was H
on board the Fleetwlng. und ns the yachts M
moved along the w iters, courtesying to the H
CJne-.i- l. she stood on the shore, waviog bar H
hatidkerchiol enthusiastically in ncknowledg- - M
incut. The (Ju-e- n expres-- e 1 her delight to the M
Commodore at an Interview in Osbornu. The H
Commodoro responded with his usual grace H
and taste.

The Conimodnre Is one ot the most agreeable
of eoiiver-atimiulist- His memory 01 men and H
events Is a source nf pleasure and Instruction H
rather than an engine nf cmioqu'al oppression. M
Ills infnruiMtion on some subjects Is siiigu- - H
larlj full end accurite. He never ovorloiiils H
his t ilk and rs never uhtrublve. H" has a nice H
wardrobe nt wor Is. and lie dresses his thougitta H
in ua-- y and gracelul apparel lie perhaps does H
not care Miftlcletitly for his own popularity to H
conceal Ins contempt fur Ignorance ami pre- - H
sutnplfon, and he dlstoivcs gentlemen nf thut HI
bchuo In cool and haptiy ridlouh. HI

Commodore McVlckar married a daughter nf HI
Thud leiin l'hnlps, the widnvr ot Oov. Mason nt HI
Michigan, and has ihree chi'dren. '1 liemdesr. HI
a daughter. Is upirrie I to Lord Ornntlet the HI
second to lames Andiirlese E-- q and Ml" third. HIaxon, to Miss Jessie Lansing, only daughter ot HB
tho late Col. Arthur Linsing, U.S. A. HI

iur. jtusros.i'itm'iDic.tiJi iikil. H
Only Slv I.rngue Clubs f,r NeasaD HJ

OQll'lil! riirr tltker liusalp. HJ
The lioston-Provlden- base ball deal of H

the past week puts lu tho shade all similar H
transactions of lute years. The action was tho H
outgrowth of an agreement between the I.eaguo HH
clubs mado at their Inst meeting lu this city. H
The man igurs of the I'rov Idcuco Club reported HH
to the l.e.iguu that thuy uuablo tn con- - H
tluuu longer In the organization owing to lack H
of pntioniige, but as they had reserved allot IIthoir p'ayem for another season, and bad been 11
at 11 large nxpenne in holding th" club to- - H
gather, they linked that the J.eagllu take tho HH
friiuuhlsonff their bands. The League decided M
that thoonh vvnj in which tbui could prevent HHJ
ntio'hxr light fm the jilavrs hiiuii u woe HHJ
iiiUM'd by the Ueliuit-liiitTal- o de il. was to HHJ
iv the lour disputed pla"in from the Hut- - HHJ

fain Cub to Detroit, which would, perhaps. HHJ
put that eiiib nn nven terms with New HHJ
Jnrk mid Chic ign, ami tn mh vv tin- - 1'lilladnl- - HHJ
pnlu M. Loin- - and Losion clubs to have flrrt HHJ
Pick from Hie I'rivulmicn pisyeis the mini HHJ
who were not wnnted In slninglhen HHJ
to goto Wnshingtou, provided another Western HHJ
ctiiiiuund bn becui ul tntuke ihuiiiace of Hut- - HHJ
f.ilo. Fur the pun use nf carrying out this plan HjHJ
a special committee, was unpointed, with Mr. HHJ
Moden as Chairman. Mr. Moduli wns authorized HHJ
to settle the ui liter ns he thought best HHJ

Tho piajers of tie Providence Club are HHJamong Ihe foremost lu nimi ball, and the HHJWashington ( luh wanted to gel the team as it HHJ
stool am! wo.lul h.iv" mild d 111I1I0 what tint HHJ
dllcct'irs "I Hiu Provldem e I'lllh reiehed lor HHJ
the Ir.inuliNe Tuis hoi, ever, the Western HHJ
Lengiie c iibs wniiul not eminent to fm, had HH
t ese payers been trnusfoireil in n boil), it HHJ
would have made the Washington Clubsticiiger HHJ
then on- -. hall 1I10 other litis. HHJ

The players w le divided a. toliows; Had- - HHJ
bourne an I Dili v in g " il .si m , Carroll. HHJ
IIiiius, Oi igau. r ur nnd lladt rd tn St. HHJ
Luiiis. ami iln-se- tt aid lrw in tn Plilla le rdila, HHJ

Mi, hpsu ding is in favor m -- l huks in tne HHJ
l.e igue xt seusuii, ,n d it Is cmtaiii that mily HHJ
tlii number win beu the iirg.iiiiuiluti wuun HHJ
tile se ison HHJ

Accoi, ting tnl " ofllci.il flgities the ten lend- - HHJing t.itsinen in the League est sea-o- il Ui r"' HHJ
11 111 171. I'r iltii'l" 1 s p, r.u I.' lU'lm-.- HHJ

, 3 j smt 4, !,, , ,l. Jl", irlirusw.
I. vili .ml r ,, jj HHJ

'I'll. batting ivei.iges of t ie Me'rnt'Oiltan aiic HHJ
Hinokljii nibr tor 'he 1 it iweou urn; HHJ

VIlT" t 111U11 urr, UI 0 ,17 Ho ll.i'liai c S'JS, HHJ
11 it r f " K" itnil , c .Ui U h, , ,lt, , HHJ
.Cl Xft.nil - - IIUIlKh-,1- 1 It I, .41 trip- - HMJ
Liu aft ,1 -- Jl Jre i I' -- -' krnleil) if ' i, HH

-- IN -' ' I, Mull lis! llelh rl I. Ml
lit 10 -- I' l"l I atliiilsii I, , II .', I r ' r i 'if HHrtr s ' 111 Itlrll t I n, I'lu I -l li, .J.1;
I'ckhr 51 I, JsS llet'ib c I. --'77, sal ti . s, HHI
J,U. ill, klu p J". VI i Ullua J li .M Murt- HHeml r f, .'4.'. Mi I'llliuey, f, -- Is I'teihi r f. HHJII. I'et-- r i, , -'- IO I m,,e 0, list I'eitlli.eil t
17il fvrry y , Iti, n,t t,,,!!,!, Km t. le", Mc- -

jHH
In fielding averages tho catchers of the two H

clubs rank as toiluws: HHJ
krr- KM II II rrt ". Ilri SKI l'r'iltr hS'lj HHJ

il un, I efu It tu i.en e7, It'lp. i lihi. n e" Itr iik'li HH1
I'M HI I III nr.l lS" I'liv I'luuil . rul.llrrl') 17 S 14
H7l lit .V "lei I ? I'.SV to-l- tr If n - I'lllkloy to UIS

I It'll VI,r,.lM h fc 1,1 u Hl Triq Is,, HIlJ
Urn y rs,J III li r I liii'r i'lsy Ituiikui-i- Ir U Vnt'1,1. H
Ihii bv UUm syi rnikliiy n.iirv i.ruirf stlUkiiiJ llnl. HHl,rrt 7"i III "ll'.ll llri'llli.' Irult Siillll, t,V l!7 HHjl
P -i tr tt Jturiiitiuuv tltfiim trc HI.'. Ttrry
Sl ktliiit'll H70 slit searlvfri'd r.t, .il i vnlrnld HHIbUshi'tf IhJ Willi tt'l Tciry fitlluvvuiu will! SJ7, kiel HHKi.xxntiii wilh ai rl.ln Otlil irlwl liM.SWT HH1raJy Wri Cauliy Ai, auu (sir .eoo. HI


